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Bait al-‘Aod
Al-Bait al-'Aod (literally ‘The Big House’) is a traditional two-story 
residence built by Mas'ud bin Humaid at-Toqi in the 13th century 
AH/18th century CE, as indicated in the rich inscriptions on its ceiling. 
The wooden windows and doors, including the main door, were 
brought from India. Successive generations of occupants left 
numerous inscriptions in the upper storey of the house, referring to 
births, deaths and other events of significance.

The ownership of the house was transferred to the heirs of Mas'ud 
at-Toqi, and was eventually sold to Muhammed bin Salim at-Toqi 
(d 17th Shawwal 1365 AH/13th September 1946 CE). The house was 
to assume a particularly prominent role during Muhammed at-Toqi’s

lifetime. People in need regularly visited him, and were welcomed. 
The eastern wing of the house was transformed into an office and 
library, and the upper vestibule (al-‘arshah) was used to receive 
distinguished guests from near and far
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